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Report Highlights: 

USDA FAS and APHIS helped open the Jordanian market to U.S.-origin live dairy cattle shipments.  In 

2013, there have been three shipments of U.S. bred heifers valued at $10 million, benefitting U.S. 

producers/exporters in Idaho, Indiana, Missouri, and Wisconsin.    
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General Information:  

 

On May 1, 2013, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan’s Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) lifted its 

restrictions on U.S.-origin live dairy cattle imports.  FAS Amman, along with the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) - Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) regional office in Cairo, 

Egypt, successfully negotiated with MoA the protocol that allows market access for the import of U.S.-

origin live dairy cattle.  

  

FAS Amman staff recognized the opportunity thanks to close, ongoing engagement with major 

Jordanian importers.  While Jordan traditionally has sourced live dairy cattle from the European Union 

(EU), the 2011 outbreak of the Schmallenberg virus (SBV) has led Jordanian dairy producers to pursue 

milking cows from sources outside the EU.           

  

In 2013, USDA’s efforts resulted in nearly $10 million in initial U.S.-origin live cattle shipments to 

Jordan.  Local importers now consider the United States as a reliable, high-quality supplier of live dairy 

cattle.  Jordanian authorities were particularly swayed by the APHIS Cairo office’s ability to provide 

highly detailed technical clarifications on U.S. testing methodology utilized with live dairy cattle.   

  

Jordanian importers report that they plan to import approximately $10 million in U.S.-origin live dairy 

cattle on a recurring annual basis.  

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

                     

  

 


